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Mission Statement

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County strives to build
community through sharing and preserving Jewish history,
heritage, and culture. We tell the story of the human experience
through Jewish eyes.

The primary purpose of the Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield
County (JHSFC) is to be a resource for educating, discovering,
explaining, preserving, and generating interest in Jewish heritage
and history within our community, the greater area and around
the world. We strive to partner with local organizations to amplify
our efforts in telling these stories to a broader audience.

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County is a tax deductible 501(c)(3) organization



202 JHSFC
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS

JHSFC first documentary premieres, June 12, 2022
Remembering the Family Store,
Downtown Stamford circa 1940-1965

Mann Lecture Series for 2022
s Justice Possible? The history and limits of International
War Crimes Tribunals, featuring Prof. John Q Barrett

JHSFC new traveling exhibit of notable people that
lived in Fairfield county from the early 1700's.
“It Happened Here!”

A Bissel Yiddish
Monthly Book Talks
VVirtual & In-Person Programs

THANK YOU FOR MAKING IT ALL POSSIBLE!



Dear Friends,

Our story does not only belong to the teller, because when shared,
it becomes the story of our community. The Jewish Historical
Society of Fairfield County has been building our shared stories for
FORTY years, a remarkable achievement.

Our tradition of storytelling has continued this past year with
exciting initiatives.

» Remembering the Family Storeis a beautiful documentary showcasing the
small family-owned businesses in Stamford that represented the heart of our
community from 1940-1965. The documentary premiered on June 12 with showings
throughout the summer at the Avon Theater with plans for further distribution.

= L'Dor V' Dor (Generation to Generation) is our highly successful program in
which grandchildren interview their grandparents. We are currently working with
several synagogues and our eighth graders at Bi-Cultural Day School to assist
students in creating their family oral history. This program will be expanding to meet
the needs of our community.

We also have continued our storytelling efforts though our many lectures, book talks,
exhibits, events and public access to our extensive archives. | invite you to read about
our many learning opportunities in this report.

We would like to dedicate this report to the hundreds of volunteers for their countless
hours given to our organization. This dedicated and talented group of people help
JHSFC continue our important work for the community. We recognize, appreciate and
celebrate their many efforts and successes.

Please stay tuned for information about the JHSFC's 40th anniversary in 2023-- we
look forward to celebrating with you and the community. Once again, | want to thank
you for your continued support and belief in our important mission—sharing our
stories for future generations.
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Peter Lilienthal
President



THE HEART AND SOUL OF JHSFC
VIVIAN AND IRWIN MILLER ARCHIVES

The JHSFC Archives endeavors to proactively collect artifacts
in order to uncover the hidden stories that will have a personal
connection to our community. It is our mission to reveal these
stories, interpret them and provide context to make them
meaningful for all. The Archives is the repository of over 426
personal histories. This includes audio tapes, video tapes, CDs,
DVDs, media and digital files. These personal recollections
and reminiscences provide researchers with an intimate
understanding of the Jewish experience in Fairfield County.
These are a unique collection of unpublished primary source
materials that document the Fairfield County Jewish experience.

Since our beginning in 1983, we have facilitated the Sample page of JHSFC
. . _ ) _ numbered copy of The Szyk
preservation of unique unpublished primary source materials Haggadah, illustrated by the

and individual and family histories of our Jewish community. Polish-Jewish artist Arthur Szyk.
Beyond collecting and preserving, we prioritize engaging with

the community with our original exhibits and educational

programs.
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The JHSFC Archive displays a sampling of artifacts with descriptions at the /¢t Happened Here! Exhibit at th
Ferguson Library, downtown Stamford.
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“IT HAPPENED HERE!
FROM HAVEN TO HOME
TO COMMUNITY"

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County presents
a traveling exhibit, designed to explore questions about
what it means to create a "home"” and community through
individual experiences. We used materials, artifacts and
images from our Archives and additional primary sources
to create eight theme-based panels. Each panel highlights
selected individuals who have a strong connection to
Fairfield County and have had a positive impact on our
community. The exhibit partially supported by a grant
from the Stamford Arts and Cultural Council opened
September 18, 2022 at the Ferguson Library.

JHSFC featured stories beginning in the 1700's, and
continue through World Wars | and Il. We profiled early
immigrants, military heroes, icons in the cultural and
performing arts, and community leaders. Each story is
unique and powerful. All those featured shared a desire
to belong to something larger than themselves and make
a difference in the lives of others. Fairfield County has
forever been enriched because of their commitment to
their communities.
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JHSFC Produces First Documentary

Remembering the Family Store, Downtown Stamford circa 1940-17965

premiered on June 12, 2022 at the Avon Theater in Stamford. The JHSFC documentary film
highlights 24 family businesses that prospered in the downtown Stamford during this time.
These stores represented the heart and soul of the Stamford business community. The film
also details the fate of these establishments when urban renewal changed the face of the
downtown area and many buildings and streets disappeared.

Store owners and descendants of the store owners, shared their poignant memories,
successes and difficulties interspersed with wonderful family stories. The film continues to
be shown at the Avon Theater with plans for further distribution.

For the JHSFC, this documentary has been
a true labor of love. It began as a historic
collection of still photographs curated by one
of our esteemed founders, the late Lester
Sharlach. The film is a culmination of his dream.
Supported in part by a generous grant from
Stamford Arts and Cultural Commission, as
well as other corporate and private donors, a
living history of Stamford took shape, complete
with iconic photographs, never-before-told
stories and engaging interviews. Its successful
% completion was led by a JHSFC board member,
& Gail G. Trell, producer; Margaret Stapor Costa,
director; Steve Karp, scriptwriter and narrator;
Bernie Weiss, photographer; Stuart Adelberg, Avon Executive Director and numerous JHSFC
volunteers.

The film is dedicated to the memaory of
our very own Lester Sharlach #'. This
tribute to our past happened with his
photography, passion and commitment
to our community.

LESTER SHARLACH

ROVEN'S CURTAIN SHOP




L'DOR V'DOR
INTERGENERATIONAL PROJECT

L'Dor V'Dor (From Generation to Generation) provides students with interactive and
experiential lessons designed to develop an appreciation for their Jewish heritage. Following
a successful pilot program in 2020 at a Jewish day school in Fairfield County the program
premiered in three Jewish schools with fifty 6th-8th grade students. The program has been
expanded to six schools for the 2022-2023 academic year working with middle and high
school students reaching over 100 students.

The L'Dor V'Dor program integrates five sessions into the
religious school curriculum. The sessions consist of an
overview of Jewish immigration to Fairfield County starting
in the 17th century and as well as a discussion of artifacts
brought from our archives. There is a capstone project where

their younger days and life journeys, as well as Jewish family
traditions and meaningful moments. Independent research
has shown that teens develop stronger identities when they
connect with their grandparents and learn about their family heritage.

The team teaches the students interviewing
skills and techniques through role playing and
other interactive activities. They then create a
video montage from all the recorded interviews
which is shown at an end-of-session Siyyum
(celebration) attended by the students, parents
and grandparents.
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& The Jewish history and culture that the students and
B8l family members learn from listening to other families’
stories in the video montage is deeply moving and
meaningful for all generations. The videos and video
) montage are kept by the families and archived at the
Jewish Historical Society.

As we go forward, we will continue to build partnerships with temples and schools
throughout Fairfield County in order to expand this program.



NORMA & MILTON MANN LECTURE SERIES
2022 - Professor John Q. Barrett
s Justice Possible? The history and limits of International War
Crimes Tribunals

Norma and Milton Mann's legacy was one of leadership and significant life-long
contributions to our community and beyond. The JHSFC continues to honor their
dedication to strengthen our Jewish community with the Norma and Milton Mann
Annual Lecture. Beginningin 2015, each lecture represents their commitment to high
standards, global interests and connects with topics that were important to the Mann's.
Renowned experts present topics with wide appeal, are historically significant, and
impact our future. This is a highly anticipated annual JHSFC event.

This year was no exception. “Is Justice Possible? The History
and Limits of International War Crimes Tribunals” was presented
by John Q. Barrett, Benjamin M. Cardoza Professor of Law at St.
John's University on Sunday, October 30, 2022 at Temple Beth
El. Professor Barrett commented on the relevancy of the current

Ukrane atrocities during his discussion.
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June 11, 2017
Prof. John Q. Barrett

Nuremberg Lessons
What Happened Then and
Why It Matters Now

The Trials are more relevant
now than ever! That
groundbreaking Tribunal
was the first international
court everset up to
prosecute war crimes. It
riveted the world and
brought 22 prominent Nazis
to justice. The speaker
discussed why the lessons
are still critical today.

June 17, 2018
Dr. Jeffrey S. Passel

Immigration to US:
Myth and Reality

Dr. Passel gave us an
unbiased overview of past
immigration history and its
contributions to the country,
as well as recent trends in
both legal and unauthorized
immigration. He painted a
picture of the future impact
of immigration — social,
demographic, and financial
— on the US population.

June 16, 2019
Roya Hakakian

Seeking Justice and
Protecting Human Rights in
a Perilous World:

A Case Study

Roya Hakakian, founder

of the Iran Human Rights
Documentation Center,
speaks and writes on

the issues of the Middle
East and human rights. In
addition to this timely topic,
she spoke during the brunch
about the Jewish experience
in Iran.

December 21, 2021
Amy Richards

We are Makers:
Women Making History
Celebration of a Movement

Award winning author,
documentary filmmaker,
human rights activist

and spokesperson for
contemporary feminist
issues, Richards shared
stories of women from all
walks of life from the early
women's movement to the
present day.



JHSFC By The Numbers
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THEME BASED PANELS
HIGHLIGHTING
FAIRFIELD COUNTY

INDIVIDUALS 24
8 0 RTFS FAMILY
FOUNDING 1 OO A) BUSINESSES
MEMBERS IN 1983 VOLUNTEER LED INTERVIEWED
ORGANIZATION

10,000+ 350+ 400+

PRIMARY SOURCE ATTENDEES AT ORAL HISTORIES
MATERIALS MONTHLY BOOK TALKS

2,800+

VIEWS OF THE
RTFS TRAILER

5,000+

JUDAICA BOOKS

'I OOO PEOPLE VIEWED “IT HAPPENED 1
I/

HERE!” EXHIBIT AT THE FERGUSON ORIGINAL NUMBERED
SZYK HAGGADAH

45+ 5 ENTERING

GRANT SPONSORED
EXHIBITS MANN LECTURES 40

1,200-|— 11700+ IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY

ATTENDEES OF RECIPIENTS OF OUR
RTFS AT THE AVON  [SGNFENATN R yN 1 OO+
STUDENTS
$50 OOO DONATIONS RECEIVED INTERVIEWED
/ FOR RTFS DOCUMENTARY GRANDPARENTS

THANK YOU FOR MAKING IT ALL POSSIBLE!



Capturing Our Impactful Events
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Please continue your support to help further the goals of the Jewish Historical
Society of Fairfield County. Visit JHSFC-CT.org, & click on the Donate button.




Contact Us:

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County
P.O. Box 16918

990 Hope Street (Rear)

Stamford, CT 06905-8901

Website: jhsfc-ct.org | 203.359.2196




